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The objective of this presentation is to provide a review of technologies used for healtcare waste treatment. First, an overview is presented, based on the treatment process used by the respective technology. Then, a more detailed presentation of representative selected technologies follows, including description of the technology, the principle of operation, the type of waste that can be treated and its effectiveness and potential emissions. The latter presentation covers: (1) Low heat technologies (autoclaves, retorts and microwave treatment), (2) medium heat technologies (depolymerization) and (3) high heat technologies (excess air incineration, pyrolytic incineration). Low heat technologies can be used for treating cultures and stocks, sharps, isolation waste, laboratory waste excluding chemicals and pharmaceuticals, soft waste and blood and body fluids. Medium heat technologies can treat the same waste as low heat and also pathological waste including anatomical parts. High heat technologies can treat the same as medium heat and also chemotherapy waste, solvents, chemical and pharmaceutical waste.
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